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VIRGINIA AND THE CHEROKEES, &c. 



The Treaties of 1768 and 1770. 



From Documents in the British Public Record Office 



[In the Virginia State Library is a small manuscript vol- 
ume, bought at the sale of the Barlow Collection, which con- 
tains a number of certified copies of papers in the old State Pa- 
per Office, relating to the treaties by which Virginia acquired 
land from the Cherokees. 

Much information bearing on these treaties, and the de- 
sire of the Virginia people to obtain a legal title to the lands 
to the West and Southwest, has already been given in this 
magazine. See IX, 360-364 (where the text of the Treaty 
of Lochaber, 1770, is given) ; X, 13, 14; XII, 225-240; 353- 
357, the action of the Assembly on the subject in 1769 and 
1770), and 357-364 (the letter of the Committee of Corres- 
pondence in support of the proposed increase of territory). 
The papers now published give additional details.] 



John Stuart 1 to President Blair. 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Stuart, Superintendent, to Mr. 
President Blair: 

State Paper Office, America, Vol. 189. 

Hard Labour, 17th Oct., 1768. 

Sir, — I have the honor of acquainting you that in obedience 
to His Majesty's commands, on the 13th Curr* I met at this 
place all the principal chiefs of the Upper and lower Cherokee 
Nations, and on the fourteenth, by his Majesty's Royal Au- 
thority concluded a Treaty with said Indians, ratifying the 
cessions of land lying within the Provinces of South Carolina, 
North Carolina and Virginia by them to His Majesty and his 

J For a note on John Stuart, Superintendent of Indian Affairs for 
the Southern Department, see IX, 360. 
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heirs for ever; and confirming the boundary Line mark'd 
by the Lords Commissioners of Trade and Plantations, accord- 
ing to the several agreements enter'd into with said Indians. 
The line now ultimately confirm'd and ratified by said Treaty 
was as follows: 

From a place called Towahihie on the Northern Bank of 
Savannah River a North 50 Degrees East course in a strait 
Line to a place called Dervisses corner or yellow water, from 
Dervisses Corner or yellow water a North 50 Degrees East 
Course in a Strait line to the Southern Bank of Reedy River, 
at a place called Waughoe or Elm Tree, where the line behind 
S° Carolina terminates. From a place called Waughoe or 
Elm Tree, on the Southern Bank of Reedy River a North 
Course in a strait line to a mountain called Tryon Mountain, 
where, the great ridge of mountains becomes impervious. 
From Tryon Mountain in a strait line to Chiswell's Mine 2 on 
the Eastern Bank of the Great Conhoway River about a N. 
B. E. course, and from Colonel Chiswell's Mine on the East- 
ern Bank of the great Conhoway in a strait line about a North 
course to the confluence of the Great Conhoway with the 
Ohio. As soon as possible after my return to Charlestown 
I shall send you extracts of my conferences and an Authentick 
Copy of the above-mentioned Treaty, concluded with said 
Chiefs. I acquainted the Chiefs that I expected their Depu- 
ties would set out immediately from this place with my Deputy 
to meet your Commissioners at Colonel Chiswell's Mine, in 
order to finish marking the Boundary line as agreed upon; 
but they objected and desired that service might be deferred 
till the spring of next year ; the reasons they urged for this 
delay are as follows: That when they appointed the 10th of 
November for the time of meeting your commissioners to 
proceed upon that very important service, they understood 
that they had no more to mark than from the mountains, 
where the line behind North Carolina ends, to Chiswell's Mine 
on the Conhoway, as they considered the River from thence 
to its confluence with the Ohio as a natural Boundary; but 
as the line is to run in a strait course almost due North from 

2 Now Austinville, Wythe county. 
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the Mine to the mouth of the river, the advanced season of 
the year will render that service impracticable before the 
Spring, as the Line now ultimately agreed upon runs through 
a large extent of mountainous country uninhabited, where in 
the winter the cold will be extremely intense and there will 
be no shelter for men or food for horses at that season. These 
reasons appeared to me so good and just that I was obliged 
to acquiesce in them, and I send this letter by express to pre- 
vent as much as possible any disappointment that might re- 
sult from this alteration. I hope you will receive it in time 
to prevent your Commissioners setting out. The Chiefs have 
appointed the loth of May next for meeting your Commis- 
sioners at Chiswell's Mine, which I hope will prove agreeable, 
and their seasons for altering their time satisfactory to you 
I reproached the Cherokees severely with the murther of five 
emigrants from your Province, who were going to the Mis- 
sissippi, which was committed in summer last. They con- 
fess'd it, and said the perpetrators were a party of Chilhowie 
people, who urged in their own defence that their relations 
had been killed in Augusta County in your Province in 1765, 
for which they had never received any satisfaction, although 
repeated promises had been made, either of putting the guilty 
persons to death, or making a compensation in goods from 
your province, which they believed because I had confirmed 
them. That they nevertheless were disappointed, and being 
tired with waiting, took that satisfaction which they cou'd 
not obtain from our justice. All the warriors declared that 
they disapproved of the action, but that the Chilhowie peo- 
ple were authorised by the custom of their country to act as 
they did, and their plea of never having received any satis- 
faction was undeniable, that in any other instance nothing 
shou'd prevent their executing strict justice on offenders ac- 
cording to Treaties. It is not only extremely disagreeable to 
myself, but very detrimental to His Majesty's service to be 
obliged to fail in any promise I make to Indians. The com- 
pensation of 500 Indian dress'd Deer-skins value in goods for 
every person murdered, which on the faith of Governor Fau- 
quier's repeated letters I engaged they should receive early 
in the spring, was extremely moderate, and this you will ac- 
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knowledge if you compare it with the sum expended by the 
Province of Pennsylvania on a late similar occasion; and T 
must confess that this disappointment will render me ex- 
tremely cautious in making promises on any future occasion. 
I am to meet the Chiefs of the Upper and Lower Creek 
Nations at Silver Bluff, on Savannah River, the ist Novem- 
ber to ratify the cessions to His Majesty in the two Floridas 
and Georgia, and expect to be at Charlestown by the time the 
bearer can return there. I have the honor of being very re- 
spectfully, sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

John Stuart. 

P.' S. — I have agreed to pay the bearer, Samuel Stainacre 
[Stalnacre?] 22 pistoles. 

The Hon ble John Blair, Esq re . 

[Endorsed] 

Mr. Stuart to Mr. Pres* Blair, In Lord Botetourt (No. 4) of 
10 Nov r , 1768. 

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the document de- 
posited in Her Majesty's State Paper Office, London. 

Robt. Lemon, Chief Clerk. 
L. S: State Paper Office, 20th July, 1841. 



Treaty of Fort Stanwix. 3 
State Paper Office, America, Vol. 189. 
Deed with the Indians dated, 5th November, 1768. 

[Duplicate] 

To all to whom these presents shall come or may concern, 
we, the Sachems and Chiefs of the Six United Nations, and 

s By this treaty the Six Nations ceded lands as far south as the 
Cherokee (Tennessee) river. Though, of course, this treaty is well 
known, it has been thought that it would be well to include it when 
printing the other papers of this collection. 
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of the Shawanese, Delawares, Mingoes of Ohio, and other de- 
pendant Tribes on behalf of Ourselves and the rest of our 
several Nations, the Chiefs and Warriors of whom are now 
here convened by Sir William Johnson, Baronet His Majesty's 
Superintendant of our affairs, send Greeting. Whereas, His 
Majesty was graciously pleased to propose to us in the year 
1765 that a Boundary Line should be fixed between the Eng- 
lish and us, to ascertain and establish our limits, and prevent 
those intrusions and incroachments of which we had so long 
and loudly complained, and to put a stop to the many frau- 
dulent advantages which had been so often taken of us in 
land affairs, which boundary appearing to us as a wise and 
good measure, we did then agree to a part of a Line and prom- 
ised to settle the whole finally, whensoever Sir William John- 
son should be fully empowered to treat with us for that pur- 
pose. And whereas, his said Majesty has at length given 
Sir William Johnson orders, Sir William Johnson has con- 
vened the Chiefs and Warriors of our respective nations, who 
are the true and absolute Proprietors of the lands in question, 
and who are here now to a very considerable number, and 
whereas many uneasinesses and doubts have arisen amongst 
us which have given rise to an apprehension that the Line may 
not be strictly observed on the part of the English, in which 
case matters may be worse than before, which apprehension, 
together with the dependant state of some of our tribes and 
other circumstances, which retarded the settlement and became 
the subject of some debate, Sir William Johnson has at length 
so far satisfied us upon, as to induce us to come to an agree- 
ment concerning the Line, which is now brought to conclu- 
sion, the whole being fully explained to us in a large Assembly 
of our people before Sir William Johnson and in the presence 
of His Excellency the Governor of New Jersey, the Commis- 
sioners for the Provinces of Virginia and Pennsylvania, and 
sundry other gentlemen, by which line, so agreed upon, a 
considerable tract of country along several provinces is by 
us ceeded to His said Majesty, which we are induced to, and 
do hereby ratify and confirm to His said Majesty from the 
expectation and confidence we place in his royal goodness, 
that he will graciously comply with our humble requests as 



VIRGINIA AND THE CHEROKEES. 25 

the same is express'd in the speech of the several Nations 
address'd to His Majesty thro' Sir William Johnson on Tues- 
day, the first day of the present month of November, wherein 
we have declared our expectations of the continuance of His 
Majesty's favor, and our desire that our ancient engagements 
be observed and our affairs attended to, by the officer who 
has the management thereof, enabling him to discharge all 
these matters properly for our interest. That the lands occu- 
pied by the Mohocks around their villages, as well as by any 
other Nation affected by this our cession, may effectually re- 
main to them and to their posterity, and that any engagements 
regarding Property which they may now be under may be 
prosecuted and our present grants deemed valid on our parts, 
with the several other humble requests contained in our said 
speech. And whereas at the settling of the said line it ap- 
peared that the Line described by His Majesty's order was 
not extended to the Northward of Oswegy, or the Southard 
of Great Kanawha River. We have agreed to and continued 
the line to the Northward, on a supposition that it was omit- 
ted by reason of our not having come to any determination 
concerning its course, at the Congress held in 1765 and in as 
much as the line to the Northward became the most neces- 
sary of any for preventing encroachments at our very towns 
and residences, and we have given this Line more favourably 
to Pennsylvania for the reasons and considerations mentioned 
in the Treaty. We have likewise continued it South to Chero- 
kee River, because the same is and we do declare it to be our 
true bounds with the Southern Indians, and that we have an 
undoubted right to the country as far South as that River; 
which makes our cession to His Majesty much more advan- 
tageous than that proposed. Now, therefore, know ye that 
we, the Sachems and Chiefs afore mentioned, native Indians 
and Proprietors of the Lands herein after described, for and 
in behalf of ourselves and the whole of our confederacy for 
the consideration herein before mentioned, and also for and in 
consideration of a valuable present of the several articles in 
use and among Indians, which, together with a large sum 
of money, amount in the whole to the sum of Ten thousand 
four hundred and sixty pounds seven shillings and three pence 
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sterling to us now delivered and paid by Sir William John- 
son Baronet, His Majesty's sole agent and Superintendant 
of Indian affairs for the Northern Department of America, 
in the name and on behalf of Our Sovereign Lord George 
the third by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France and 
Ireland King, defender of the Faith, the receipt whereof we 
do hereby acknowledge. We, the said Indians, have for us 
our heirs and successors granted, bargained, sold, released 
and confirmed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, 
release and confirm unto our said Sovereign Lord, King 
George the Third, All that Tract of Land situate in North 
America at the Back of the British Settlements, bounded by 
a Line which we have now agreed upon, and we do hereby 
establish as the Boundary between us and the British Colo- 
nies in America Beginning at the mouth of the Cherokee or 
Hozohege River, where it emptys into the River Ohio and run- 
ning from thence upwards along the South side of the said 
River to Kittanning, which is above Fort Pitt; from thence, 
by a direct line, to the nearest Fork of the West Branch of 
Susquehannah, thence thro' the Alegany Mountains along the 
South side of the said West Branch till it comes opposite to 
the Mouth of a creek call'd Tradgton, thence across the West 
Branch and along the South side of that creek, and along 
the North side of Burnett's hills to a creek called Arvondal, 
thence down the same to the East Branch of Susquehannah. 
and across the same, and up the east side of that River to 
Oswegy, from thence east to Delaware River, and up that 
River to opposite where Tianadhera falls into Susquehannah. 
Thence to Tianaderha and up the west side thereof and the 
west side of its West Branch to the head thereof ; and thence 
by a direct line to Canada Creek where it emptys into the 
Wood Creek at the West end of the carrying place beyond 
Fort Stanwix, and extended Eastward from every part of 
the said Line as far as the Lands formerly purchas'd, so as 
to comprehend the whole of the lands between the said Line 
and the purchased lands or Settlements, except what is within 
the Province of Pennsylvania, together with the hereditaments 
and appurtenances to the same belonging or appurtaining. 
in the fullest and most ample manner, and all the Estate. 
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Right, Title, Interest, Property, Possession, Benefit, claim and 
Demand, either in Law or Equity of each and every of us, 
of, in or to the same or any part thereof. To have and to 
hold the whole Lands and Premisses hereby granted, bar 
gained, sold, released and confirmed as aforesaid with the 
hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging under 
the reservations made in the Treaty, unto our said Sovereign 
Lord, King George the Third, his heirs and successors, to 
and for his and their own proper use and behoof for ever. 

In witness weherof, we, the chiefs of the Confederacy, 
have hereunto set our Marks and seals at Fort Stanwix the 
5th day of Nov r , 1768, in the 9th year of His Majesty's reign. 

Signed, sealed and deliver'd in presence of — 

Teyanhasire, or 

Abraham, [L. S.] Mohock. 

Conaquieso, [L. S.] Onida. 

Sesquaressura, [L. S.] Tuscarora. 
Blunt, or 

Chenughiata, [L. S.] Onandago. 

Tegaya, [L. S.] Cayuga. 

Gostrax, [L. S.] Seneca. 

William Franklin, 

Govr. N. Jersey. 
Frederick Smith, 

Chief Justice N. Jersey. 
Thos. Walker, 

Commr. from Virginia. 
Richard Peters, 
James Tilghman, 

Of the Council of Pennsylva. 

[Indorsed] 
Treaty at Fort Stanwix In Lord Botetourt's Dup. (No. 6) 
of 24 Dec r , 1768. 

I hereby certify that this a true Copy of the Original de- 
posited in Her Majesty's State Paper Office, London. 

Robt. Lemon, Chief Clerk. 

L. S: State Paper Offie, 20th July, 1841. 
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Instructions from Lord Botetourt to Col. Lewis and 
Dr. Walker. 4 

State Paper Office, America, Vol. 189. 

[Duplicate] 

Williamsburg, Dec. 20, 1768. 

Gentlemen, 

As it has been the opinion of His Majesty's Council 
upon reading and considering the papers you have laid before 
them relative to the Treaty lately held with the six Nations at 
Fort Stan\vix( that you shou'd immediately proceed to Mr. 
Stuart, Superintendant of the Southern District to acquaint 
him with the result thereof, and to represent to him the ne- 
cessity of a fresh plan of operation with respect to the Boun- 
dary to be fixed between the Cherokee Indians and His 
Majesty's Colony of Virginia ; it has been thought proper that 
I shou'd give some orders and Instructions for the regulation 
of your conduct in this important affair. 

You will consider that the principal object of your journey 
is to convince Mr. Stuart that the Line he proposes to run 
from Chiswell's mine to the mouth of the Great Konhaway, 
will so much contract the limits of this Colony, as to make it 
extremely prejudicial to His Majesty's Service, as well as in- 
jurious to the people who have been encouraged to settle to 
the Westward of his propos'd Boundary. You will observe 
to him that it appears from one of Sir William Johnson's 
letters to Mr. President Blair, dated the 23rd of April last, 
that he, Sir William, had orders to consult the Governors 
upon such points as might affect their several provinces, and 
it presumable that Mr. Stuart's orders were agreeable to Sir 
William's, tho' no consultation with the Governor of this 
Colony hath been had upon this subject, nor any opportunity 
allow'd to Virginia to shew their strong objections to this 
very limited Boundary. If Virginia had been consulted upon 

^Andrew Lewis, then of Botetourt county, and Dr. Thomas Walker, 
(1715-1794), of Albemarle county. Their careers are well known. 
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this Line there wou'd have been an opportunity of shewing 
that the Cherokees have no just title to the Lands between 
the supposed Line and the Mouth of the Cherokee River, 
which in fact were claimed and have been sold to His 
Majesty by the Northern Nations at the late Treaty at Fort 
Stanwix. You will observe that what Land the Council have 
chiefly in view from this Negotiation with Mr .Stuart is to 
get the period of meeting the Cherokees upon this business ; 
still further protracted, so that we may have time fully to 
state this whole matter to His Majesty and His Ministers, 
in order to get the Boundary extended to the Cherokee River. 

Shou'd Mr. Stuart object that he is not furnish'd with 
money as Sir William Johnson was, you may assure him that 
it is a part of my plan to implore His Majesty's ministers to 
endeavor to assist us in that same manner, and that I am not 
without hopes of success. 

You are likewise to acquaint Mr. Stuart that in consequence 
of the promise made by this Government, of 4,500 lbs. of 
dressed deer skins in goods intended as a compensation for 
those Cherokees who lost their lives in Augusta County, 
those goods were actually purchased and sent off to be deliv- 
ered to them at the Congress appointed to be held at Chis- 
well's Mines in November last; but that as upon examina- 
tion several of them are found to be much damaged and im- 
paired in their value, you are to accept of Mr. Cameron's 
proposal signified to Mr. President Blair in his letter of the 
9th of June, and are to have the proper goods to that amount 
bought of the gentleman who has offered to deliver them at 
Sequch, at an advance which Mr. Cameron thought reason- 
able. 

You are at the same time to procure a sufficient quantity 
of Wampum for Belts, &c, to be given to the Indians. As [ 
know you to be perfectly acquainted with the business you arc 
going upon, will trouble you with no further Instructions, 
but refer to your judgment and discretion to do the best as 
occasion shall offer. I have not the least doubt but that you 
will give me the earliest intelligence of your Success during 
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the course of this very material transaction. Have the honor 
to be, Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient, humble servant, 

(Signed) Botetourt. 

Williamsburg, Dec. 20th, 1768. 

instructions to Col. Lewis & Dr. Walker. 
[Indorsed] 

Instructions to Commissioners — Duplicate, In Lord Bote- 
tourt's Dup. (No. 6), of 24 Dec r , 1768. 

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Original de- 
posited in Her Majesty's State Paper Office, London. 

Robt. Lemon, Chief Clerk. 

L. S: State Paper Office, 20 July, 1841. 



Report of Col. Lewis and Dr. Walker to Lord Botetourt, 
2 February, 1769. 

State Paper Office, America, Vol. 189. 

My Lord, 

On receiving your Excellency's Instructions, we began 
our journey to Charles Town, in South Carolina; on the fifth 
day of January we waited on His Excellency William Tryon, 
Esq', at Brunswick, by whom we were kindly received and 
promised all the assistance in his power; on the next day we 
went to Fort Johnson, near the mouth of Cape Fear, on the 
8th Governor Tryon wrote us that some Cherokee Indians 
were at Brunswick. Judd's Friend and Salue or the young 
Warrior of Estatoe, were two of them, and that they would 
that day be at Fort Johnson. His Excellency was kind 
enough to come with them. On their arrival we informed 
them we were going to their father, John Stuart, Esq r , on 
business relative to the interest of their Nation, and should be 
glad of their Company, and they readily agreed to go with 
us. On the 9th the vessell we had engaged was ready to sail, 
and we embarked with the two Cherokee Chiefs, two Squas 
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and an Interpreter. On the eleventh we waited on Mr. Stuart, 
deliver'd your Lordship's letter and fully informed him of 
our business. In answer Mr. Stuart told us that the Boun- 
dary between the Cherokees and Virginia was fully settled 
and ratified in Great Britain, and that any proposal of that 
kind would be very alarming to them, but after some time 
agreed we might mention it to them, which we did on the 
thirteenth of January. The Indian Chiefs appeared much 
pleased and agreed to wait on Mr. Stuart with us, and in his 
presence Judds Friend spoke as follows: 

"Father, on an invitation from Governor Tryon we left 
our Country some time since; as soon as he saw us he told 
us of those our two elder Brothers, Col. Lewis and Doctor 
Walker, from Virginia, who had matters of importance to 
mention to us that equally concern'd our people as well as 
theirs. This news gave us great joy, and we lost no time in 
waiting on them, and with great pleasure took a passage with 
them in order to wait on you, on the business which so much 
concern'd us, as well as their People, and to convince you 
that we like their talk ; we now take them by the hand, giving 
them a hearty welcome and present them with this string of 
Wampum." 

"Father, they tell us that by running the Line lately men- 
tioned as a Boundary between our people and Virginia, a great 
number of their people will fall within the bounds of our 
Country, which would greatly distress those our poor di oth- 
ers, which is far from our intention ; and to convice you that 
we are on all occasions willing to testify our brotherly affec- 
tion towards them, we are heartily willing to join in such 
negociations as may be thought necessary and most expedient 
for fixing a new Boundary that may include all those people 
settled on our lands in the bounds of Virginia, and we now 
give them, in presence of you, our Father, this string of Wam- 
pum as an assurance those people shall remain in peaceable 
possession of those lands until a treaty is held for fixing a 
new Boundary between them and our People." 

Gives a string of Wampum. 
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We then delivered the following Talk to the Warriors to 
be by them communicated to their Nation: 

To the Chiefs of the Cherokees — Brothers: 

"On the 20th day of December last, being in Williams- 
burg, we received instructions from Lord Botetourt, our Gov- 
ernor, a great and good man, whom the Great King George 
has sent to preside over his Colony of Virginia, directing us 
to wait on your Father, John Stuart, Esq r , Superintendant of 
Indian Affairs, in order to have a plan agreed on for fixing 
a new Boundary between your people and his Majesty's sub- 
jects in the Colony of Virginia. On our way to this place, 
to our great joy, we met with our good Brothers, Juds Friend 
and the Warrior of Estitoe, who with great readiness took 
a passage with us from Governor Tryon's to this place, where 
we had the happiness of waiting on your Father, Mr. Stuart, 
and with joint application represented to him the necessity of 
taking such measures as may effectually prevent any misun- 
derstanding that might arise between His Majesty's subjects 
of the Colony of Virginia, and our Brothers the Cherokees. 
untill a full Treaty be opened and held for the fixing a new 
Boundary that may give equal justice and satisfaction to the 
parties concerned, and that His Majesty's subjects now set- 
tled on the lands between Chiswell's Mine and the Great 
Island of Holstons River remain in peaceable possession of 
said lands untill a line is run between them and our good 
brothers, the Cherokees, who will receive full satisfaction for 
such lands as you our brothers shall convey to our Great 
King for the use of his subjects. Your Father, Mr. Stuart's 
message to you on this head makes it needless for us to say 
any more on this subject. He will let you, at a proper time, 
know both the time and place where this great work shall be 
brought into execution. We have the pleasure to inform 
you that your two great Warriors now present have heartily 
concurred with us in every measure, and make no doubt of 
such measures giving great satisfaction to the whole Nation." 

Gave a string of Wampum. 
Jan v 1 6th. 
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In answer to which Judds Friend and the Warrior of 
Estitoe spoke as follows: 

Father and our Brothers from Virginia: 

"We have heard your Talks which we think very good, 
and shall with all convenient speed return to our Nation, and 
when our Chiefs are assembled shall lay those talks before 
them. 

"Brothers, we are sorry to have it to say that for some 
time bad blood and evil actions prevailed amongst us, which 
occasioned a stroke from our Elder Brothers, but now I have 
the satisfaction of telling you that our hearts are good and 
strait, and you may depend on their continuing so, and that 
you may depend the more on what we say, we take off those 
black beads from the end of this string, that nothing may re- 
main but what is pure and white, we now put the black beads 
in your hands, which we call the remains of our Evil thoughts, 
and desire you may now cast them away that they may never 
be had in remembrance more. 

"Brothers, we shall with great pleasure comply with the 
request you have made with regard to the Lands you have 
mentioned, and shall wait with impatience for a general meet- 
ing, that we may have opportunity of convincing our Elder 
Brothers of our friendly disposition towards them, by giving 
up those Lands, as they may be of real use to them ; for to us 
it is but little or none as we never hunt there, the deer do not 
live in them mountains, and you in the meantime may depend 
that your people shall enjoy peaceable possession untill we 
make a title to the Great King. 

Brothers, we hope the measures now taken will be product- 
ive of many advantages to our people as well as yours, who 
by living so much nearer to us will have it in their power to 
supply us with goods, for we are often imposed on greatly, 
as we have no trade at present, but from this Province, and 
we hope you our Brothers will signify to your Governor, who 
we believe to be that great and good man you mention, our 
great desire to have a trade with Virginia; that after this 
business is happily finished, which we make no doubt of on 
the part of our Nation, we may enjoy a friendly intercourse 
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and an advantageous trade with our Brothers, the Inhabi- 
tants of Virginia. 

"Brothers, we have often joined you in war against your 
enemies and you may always depened on our assistance on 
any future occasion." 

Gives a string of Wampum. 

After we had given Mr. Stuart our reasons for thinking it 
absolutely necessary that a new Boundary should be agreed 
on, he desired us to commit those reasons in writing and sign 
them, which we did in the following words: 

Sir, — His Excellency, the Right Honorable Norborne de 
Lord Botetourt, Governor in Chief of the Colony of Virginia, 
and the King's Council of that Dominion, having ordered 
us to wait on you and assist in settling a Boundary between 
that Colony and the Cherokee Indians, we beg leave to inform 
you that the Line proposed to be marked from ChiswelPs 
Mines to the confluence of the Great Kanawha with the 
Ohio ,would be a great disadvantage to the Crown of Great 
Britain, and would injure many subjects of Britain that now 
inhabit that part of the Frontier and have in making that 
settlement comply'd with every known rule of Government 
and the laws of that Colony. 

Lands were first granted on the waters of the Mississipy 
by Sir William Gooch, Governor of Virginia, and the Council 
about the year 1746, in consequence of instructions from Eng- 
land, and many familys settled on the lands so granted. In 
the year 1752 the Legislature of Virginia pass'd an act 5 enti- 
tled "An Act to encourage the settlers on the Waters of the 
Mississipy," by that act they were exempted from the pay- 
ment of taxes for ten years. To this Act his late Majesty of 
glorious memory gave his assent. 

The next year another act" was passed, by which five years' 
indulgence was added, and in that or the succeeding year 
Robert Dinwiddie, Esq r , Governor of Virginia at that time, 
received instructions from King George the Second, to grant 

•See Hening, VI, 258. 
•See Hening, VI, 355. 
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lands on those Waters exempt from the payment of the usual 
right money, and free from Quit rents, for ten years. 

Under these encouragements was that part of the Colony 
settled, whilst the inhabitants were settling on those lands, the 
Cherokee Indians were frequently at their habitations, and 
never that we or either of us ever heard made the least com- 
plaint of our settling, or laid any claim to the Lands we set- 
tled, until Nov r , 1763, after the King's proclamation issued in 
that year. 

The six United Nations did claim the lands that were set- 
tled on the Branches of the rivers Kanhawa and Managahaly, 
and were paid a proper consideration for them at Lancaster 7 
in 1744, when they executed a deed of Cession to His late 
Majesty. 

We flatter ourselves that the above is sufficient to convince 
you of the justice and legality of making those settlements. 

The Boundary Line that has been proposed would include 
many of the inhabitants before mentioned within the limits of 
the Cherokee Hunting Grounds. For all such lands and im- 
provements the justice of the crown would be a sufficient in- 
ducement to make some satisfaction to the owners, which 
would be an expence to the Crown, and Injure the Inhabi- 
tants much, and totally ruin many of them ; and the evil would 
be increased by the loss of the Quit rents annually paid for 
those lands, and would also give the Cherokees a large tract 
of Country that was never claimed by them, and now is the 
property of the Crown, as Sir William Johnson actually pur- 
chased it of the six United Nations of Indians, at a very con- 
siderable expence, and took a deed of Cession from them at 
Fort Stanwix, near the head of the Mohocks River on the 5th 
day of November last. 

The Interest of the Crown and inhabitants of Virginia will 
be the most served by fixing the Boundary with the Chero- 
kees in 36 Degrees 30 minutes North Latitude, that Boun- 
dary being already marked by proper Authority as far as 



7 The text of the treaty of Lancaster, July 2, 1744, is printed in 
R. C. M Page's Page Family, 201-204. 
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Steep Rock Creek, 8 a branch of the Cherokee river, and is 
the proper division between Lord Granvill's Propriatory and 
the dominion of Virginia, and includes but a small part of 
the lands now claimed by the Cherokees, they having often 
disclaimed the lands lying between the Ohio and a Ridge 
of Mountains called Steep Ridge that divides the waters of 
Cumberland River from those of the Cherokee River. 

This Boundary will give room to extend our settlements 
for ten or twelve years, will raise a considerable sum by the 
Rights, much increase the Quit rents, and enable the inhabi- 
tants of Virginia to live without the manufacturing such mate- 
rials as they raise. 

And'w Lewis, 
Thos. Walker. 

Feb'y 2, 1769. 

[Indorsed]' 

Report from Commissioner's. Duplicate, In Lord Botetourt's 
(No. 8), Dup. of 11 Feb., 1769. 

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the document 
deposited in Her Majesty's State Paper Office, London. 

Robt. Lemon, Chief Clerk. 

L. S: State Paper Office, 20 July, 1841. 

(to be concluded) 



VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE PAPERS. 



From Originals in Virginia State Archives. 



(continued) 



Petition in Regard to Boundary Line of Henrico and 

Hanover. 

May 23, 1774. 

To the Honorable the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of 
Burgesses : 

Your Petitioners Humbly shew that they are deeply inter- 
ested in the bounds of their Lands on Chicahominy Swamp. 

'Now the Laurel Fork, of Holston river. 



